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ABC — HOUSING ALLOWANCE 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [6.40 pm]: I rise tonight to speak about a pro forma letter that 
has been sent out by ABC management to a number of its staff. It states, in part — 

The ABC has undertaken a review of the Special High Cost Mining Allowance and has determined that, as 
the cost of housing has significantly decreased in these locations, the reasons for introducing this allowance 
are no longer applicable. Further, due to the significant budget pressures faced by the organisation, it is no 
longer financially sustainable for R&L to continue to pay this allowance, at a time when savings are urgently 
needed, and redundancies are occurring. 

The ABC is proposing to cease payment of this allowance to you. The proposal is to phase this allowance 
out over an extended period, to enable you to adjust your personal circumstances … 

The current annual allowance is $18 000. From August 2021 it will be $9 000, and from August 2022 it will be zero. 

It is important to note that this seems to be based on statistics from a 2019 report when, quite clearly, there was 
a downturn in housing prices, especially in the Mining and Pastoral Region. This was identified in the Regional 
Development Australia Pilbara report titled “Economic Prospects and the Cost of Doing Business in the Pilbara”. 
It states, in part — 

The property market has improved significantly and rising purchase and rental costs are of concern, 
particularly in Karratha. 

A recent report by Markyt titled “Business Climate Scorecard”, which was prepared for the City of Karratha, 
indicated that 48 per cent of community members are concerned about recruiting and retaining the right workers; 
42 per cent are concerned about the cost of living, including housing; 42 per cent are concerned about the cost of 
flights; and 34 per cent are concerned about access to housing and/or affordable housing for workers. We have to 
remember that the people this is being directed at are not those members of the ABC who are short-term graduate 
employees; it is being directed at its long-term employees in Broome, Karratha, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie and Esperance. 
Many of these people either rent privately or have bought their own houses. It is all well and good for the ABC and 
its regional manager to come up with this cock-and-bull position without having a clear understanding of what 
happens in the Mining and Pastoral Region. With Bechtel bringing 1 000 employees into Karratha and Vikas Rambal’s 
Perdaman project bringing in 250 families, house prices and rentals in Karratha will at least double, if not triple, 
in the foreseeable future. This has been identified by the City of Karratha.  
The issue for me is that I would really love other members of Parliament to write, as I am, to both Ita Buttrose 
and David Anderson to ask them to rescind this draconian position at their next board meeting, which will occur 
on 2 December. We have to remember that the senior staffers who exist in these regions are the very people who 
provide services such as making people aware of cyclones and bushfires. They are embedded in the community and 
have been for many years. Graduate journalists coming in on three-month secondments do not provide those services 
to the community. I am aware that two of my colleagues in this chamber have already identified these issues to the 
board. I urge other members who represent the Mining and Pastoral Region to also get letters to Ita Buttrose and 
David Anderson before 2 December to say that this is totally unacceptable. 
I will table a copy of the letter sent to the staff at the ABC and I will read in, for members who need them, the email 
addresses for Ita Buttrose and David Anderson: Buttrose.Ita@abc.net.au and Anderson.David.N@abc.net.au. 
I encourage members, especially those from the Mining and Pastoral Region, to ensure that we have a long-term, 
sustainable ABC, with senior journalists and staffers who can represent the interests of the community. 
Madam President, I seek leave to table the letter. 
Leave granted. [See paper 4677.] 
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